
 FAMILY DIGEST: MOTHERS ARE STILL KEY IN PARENTING 

One of the biggest challenges of today is parenting, especially in the big cities of the world. 

 

These days, due to the promotion of girl-child education, many women have obtained quality education 

with the right qualifications to rub shoulders with men in top managerial positions of commerce and industry. 

 

Apart from that, their educational qualifications have opened many doors of opportunity for ambitious 

women to pursue their career goals in various fields of endeavour, including running their own businesses. 

 

All these however, often require long hours of work outside the home.  They work long hours, alongside 

their male counterparts in their offices and businesses. 

 

Unlike previous-generation-mothers, who were mostly housewives, with the responsibility of raising children 

and taking care of the home, this generations career-mothers do not have much time dedicated to that. 

 

Career-mothers spend a large amount of their time pursuing their career goals instead of mothering.  The 

dynamics of parenting has changed. 

 

Fathers can no longer fall on mothers to fill the gaps created by their absence from the home, as the mothers 

tend to be absent also. 

 

However, we cannot blame the career-mothers of our time. Family needs have changed. It is very rare, 

especially in the cities, for a single earner to be able to meet all the needs of the family. 

 

The bulk of family income is spent on accommodation, feeding, education, transportation, clothing and 

medical expenses. It will be difficult in this era for only men to be the earners of their family’s income. 

Mothers have to work to earn an income to enable the family to achieve its lifestyle goals among others. 

 

This however takes mothers of this generation out of their homes and limit their ability to mother in the 

same way that previous generations did. 

 

2 Timothy 1:5 gives us the impact of mothering in the lives of children that transcends generations. Paul 

wrote: "When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 

Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also." 

 

The joy of parenting and of every parent is to hear this profound testimony, that you have been able to 

impact your children’s lives with your exemplary life. 



 FAMILY DIGEST: MOTHERS ARE STILL KEY IN PARENTING 

 

It has been said that the influence of a parent on a child’s life is determined by the lives of his grandchildren 

and not just his children. 

 

I tend to agree with this. 

 

The impact of our influence on our children should not be assessed by those we influence directly but how 

those we influenced directly were also able, to influence the next generation in the same way. 

 

Lois influenced Eunice with her Christian faith and Eunice was also able to influence her son Timothy with 

the same faith she had received from Lois. That is successful parenting. 

 

As parents, there are questions we need to ask ourselves: 

 

1. Do we have the faith referred to in 2Timothy1:5? 

2. Are we instilling this faith in our children or is someone else ( a teacher, a caregiver etc) instilling their 

own “faith” in our children? 

 

I know we are busy making money and achieving success. 

Often as a result we have little time to train our children. For most of us, we only see and have time for our 

children on weekends. 

Even that it is only for a few hours because the weekends themselves are packed with social activities we 

do not want to miss. 

 

So, for most of us it is the house-help, the TV and the internet, especially social media, that are really 

training our children.  

 

I know it is not easy to be a parent in our era. So many things make demands on our limited time but it all 

boils down to what we value. 

 

We will always spend our time on what we value the most. 

 

Most of us value money, others value career success so we spend the greater amount of our time working 

on these. 

 

But what use is it to have plenty of money and succeed in your career bur have wayward children? 



 FAMILY DIGEST: MOTHERS ARE STILL KEY IN PARENTING 

 

It is a fact that no one forced us into parenthood so, once we become parents, let us do what parents do. 

Parents raise children. 

 

Let us parent our children and stop outsourcing the parenting of our children to teachers, caregivers, the 

TV and the internet. If Lois and Eunice had done that, their faith would not have been found in Timothy. 

 

If you continue to parent the way you are parenting now, will anybody find your faith and values in your 

children? 

 

Our children will not remain children forever. One day very soon they will be grown-ups!  

 

So, I challenge you to invest your time in them now, so that when they are grown you can now pursue all 

the other things that you want to pursue. 

 

Remember “godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). 

 

If we invest our time in raising our children to be godly, then one day we will be proud to say “these are my 

beloved children, in whom I am well pleased." 

 

I pray that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you even as you 

make adjustments to do what parents do. Shalom. Eric Agyedenah 
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